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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
Meeting Minutes 

May 13, 2020 
9:00 A.M. 

 
The White County Board of Assessors held a regular meeting on Wednesday, May 13, 2020.  In attendance 
were Board Chairman Roy Johnson, Board Member Warren Glover, Board Member Bill Schofill, Chief 
Appraiser Bryan Payne and Secretary Jennifer Saxon. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

 Board Chairman Roy Johnson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   
 

INVOCATION 
 

 The invocation was delivered by Board Member Warren Glover. 
 

MINUTES 
 

 The Board reviewed and signed the minutes from the March 11, 2020 regular meeting.  A motion was 
made by Board Member Bill Schofill to approve the minutes with a second from Board Member 
Glover. By consensus vote the motion was carried. 
 

OFFICE UPDATE 
 

 COVID-19 Procedures:  Chief Appraiser Payne told the Board that the office is scheduled to reopen to 
the public on Monday, May 18.  He stated that he had advised the staff to encourage taxpayers to use 
electronic communication as much as possible and to avoid in-person visits whenever it is feasible. 
COVID-19 signage will be placed on the office door advising persons who enter of the social distancing 
guidelines and plexiglass shields have been installed at both windows. Staff members will be 
disinfecting surfaces regularly and taking extra precautions to keep themselves and customers safe.  
Chief Appraiser Payne also advised the Board that appeals for the 2020 tax year will be accepted via 
email. An insert has been added to the Annual Notices of Assessment informing taxpayers of this 
service. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

 POA/HOA Request For Tax Exemption:  Chief Appraiser Payne stated that the Skylake Property Owners 
Association has requested that the common areas of the subdivision, including the clubhouse and real 
property, be assessed at a nominal value that will result in no tax bill. Chief Appraiser Payne stated 
that the property is 377.50 acres and is currently assessed at $500/ac. which is already a nominal 
value. Board Member Schofill made a motion to leave the assessment as is and handle the request 
through the appeal process, with a second from Board Member Glover. The motion was carried.  
 

 2020 Base Rate Increases:  During the March meeting, the Board voted to accept increased base rate 
schedules for the 2020 tax year. On March 23, 2020, Chief Appraiser Payne contacted the Board 
Members via phone and expressed concern about increasing values due to COVID-19. The Board 
Members agreed that the increases should be postponed. Board Member Schofill made a motion to 
officially postpone the base rate increases, with a second from Board Member Glover and the motion 
was carried. 
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OLD BUSINESS – Contd. 
 

 2019 Sales Ratio:  Chief Appraiser Payne presented the final in-house ratio for Board approval.  The 
current ratio includes 583 qualified sales and reflects a Median Ratio of 90.393%, a Price-Related 
Differential of 1.017% and a Coefficient of Dispersion of 10.775%. Board Member Schofill made a 
motion to accept the 2019 Sales Ratio, with a second from Board Member Glover and the motion was 
carried. 
 

 New Vehicle Purchase:  During the April 27, 2020 called meeting of the White County Board of 
Commissioners, the Board voted to approve the request for a new field vehicle for the Board of 
Assessors. Jacky Jones Ford submitted a quote of $28,991.14 for a 2020 Ford Explorer 4WD, which the 
Board of Commissioners accepted. Chief Appraiser Payne contacted the dealership with the 
information. The date of delivery was unknown at the time of this meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 2020 Preliminary Digest Approval:  Chief Appraiser Payne provided a summary of the 2020 preliminary 

digest file for the purpose of sending Annual Notices of Assessment to the Board for approval. After 
review, Board Member Schofill made a motion to accept the preliminary digest, with a second from 
Board Member Glover and the motion was carried. 
 

 2020 Exempt Properties Digest Approval:  Chief Appraiser Payne provided the 2020 Exempt Digest for 
review and approval by the Board. After review, Board Member Glover made a motion to accept the 
2020 Exempt Properties Digest , with a second from Board Member Schofill and the motion was 
carried. 
 

 2020 Homestead Exemption Approvals/Denials:  Secretary Jennifer Saxon presented the 2020 
Homestead Exemptions for the Board’s review. After reviewing the 2020 qualified homestead 
application listing, Board Member Glover made a motion to approve the applications. A listing of 
those applications is Attachment 1 to these minutes. After reviewing the 2020 unqualified application 
listing, Board Member Glover made a motion to deny the applications. A listing of those applications is 
Attachment 2 to these minutes.  
 

 2020 Real Property Assessment Notice File Approval/Denial:  Secretary Saxon presented a summary of 
Real Property Notices of Assessment for Board review. After review, Board Member Schofill made a 
motion to approve the mailing of the 2020 real property annual notices of assessment, with a second 
from Board Member Glover and the motion was carried. 
 

 2020 Personal Property Assessment Notice File Approval/Denial:  Secretary Saxon presented a 
summary of Personal Property Notices of Assessment for Board review. After review, Board Member 
Glover made a motion to approve the mailing of the 2020 personal property annual notices of 
assessment, with a second from Board Member Schofill and the motion was carried. 

 
 2020 Freeport Exemption Approvals:  Secretary Saxon provided a listing of 2020 Freeport Exemption 

accounts for Board Approval. After review, Board Member Schofill made a motion to approve the 
2020 Freeport Exemption accounts, with a second from Board Member Glover and the motion carried. 
A listing of those applications is Attachment 3 to these minutes. 
 

 Chastain Conservation Breach 076-338:  Chief Appraiser Payne informed the Board that the 
conservation covenant on 076-338 owned by Greg Chastain had been breached with the sale of 4 
acres to a non-relative. Mr. Chastain is aware that the sale constituted a breach. Board Member 
Schofill made a motion to assess the penalty for the breach of covenant, with a second from Board 
Member Glover and the motion carried.  
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NEW BUSINESS – Contd. 
 

 Maxwell Homestead Exemption 031E-049:  Appraisal Clerk Jean Spear received a homestead 
application for a park model camper in Mountain Lakes RV Resort. Board Member Glover made a 
motion to deny the homestead application because park model campers are tagged vehicles and 
Mountain Lakes Resort is not designated for full time residency. Board Member Schofill seconded the 
motion and the motion was passed. 

 
APPEALS 
 

 Faircloth, Timothy – 2001 Ford F250 SD:  The Department of Revenue value for the vehicle is $2,800. 
Black Book value for the vehicle is $1,438.  The acceptable range for the bill of sale is between $1,222 
and $1,654.  Mr. Faircloth provided a bill of sale for $1,277. Pursuant to Board policy, the bill of sale 
value shall be used if it is within the acceptable range. Board Member Schofill made a motion to set 
the vehicle value at $1,277, with a second from Board Member Glover and the motion was carried. 
 

 Gibson, Jesse – 2000 Jeep Wrangler 4WD:  The Department of Revenue value for the vehicle is $5,275.  
Black Book value for the vehicle is $3,663.  The acceptable range for the bill of sale is between $3,114 
and $4,212. Mr. Gibson provided a bill of sale for $1,500.  Pursuant to Board policy, Black Book value 
shall be used when the bill of sale is not qualified.   Board Member Schofill made a motion to set the 
vehicle value at $3,663, with a second from Board Member Glover and the motion was carried. 
 

 Rosenthal, Michael – 2003 Chevrolet Avalanche 4WD:  The Department of Revenue value for the 
vehicle is $3,925. Black Book value for the vehicle is $1,438.  The acceptable range for the bill of sale is 
between $1,222 and $1,654.  Mr. Rosenthal provided a bill of sale for $1,500. Pursuant to Board 
policy, the bill of sale value shall be used if it is within the acceptable range. Board Member Glover 
made a motion to set the vehicle value at $1,500, with a second from Board Member Schofill and the 
motion was carried. 
 

2020 Conservation Use Approvals / Denials 
 

 The Board signed the following Conservation Use Covenants: 
 

Map – Parcel Taxpayer/Applicant  Name Approved / Denied 

004-024 Hall, Clint / Tina Approved 
005-022 Sims Family Properties LLLP Approved 
006-153 Sims Family Properties LLLP Approved 
018D-057 Usher, Stephanie/Martin, Melanie Approved 
019-035A Sullens, Ernest Approved 
021-078 O’Neal, Ed Approved 
023-060 Davidson, Myron Estate/Sharon Approved 
023-090 Barnes, Stanley Approved 
031-031 Knaus, Mark/Lara Approved 
031-056 Glover, George Approved 
032-103 Ledford, Joe/Sherry Approved 
034A-068 Lewter, Hazel/Kinkead, John Approved 
034A-099A Stovall, Tina Approved  
037-043 Tavria Arts Foundation Inc Approved 
037C-011 Wauka Mountain Farms LTD LP Approved 
037C-009 Wauka Mountain Farms LTD LP Approved 
047D-015 Palmer, Barry  Approved 
048A-149 Keene, Vivian Estate  Approved 
048B-164 Barrett, David/Eilene Approved 
048B-106A Barrett, David/Eilene Approved 
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2020 Conservation Use Approvals / Denials – Contd. 

048D-041 Allison, Dorothy Estate Approved 
051-129 Harris, George / Lydia Approved 
061-011 Palmer, Barry Approved 
061-071 Palmer, Barry Approved 
061-238 Foster, John/Eugenia Approved 
062-015 Kennedy, Thomas/Sara Approved 
062-167A Hirschi, Lori Approved 
063-065 Dunahoo, Steven/Mavis Approved 
063-107H Wiley, Dennis/Paula Approved 
068-007 Page, David Approved 
069-112 Bozman, John/Sharon Approved 
069-457 Williams, Gary Approved 
070-336D West, John Approved 
071-087 Hofer, Susan/Vandegriff, Michael Approved 
073-193B Myers Farms LLC Approved 
074-046E Sunderman, Michael/Julie Approved 
074-047E DeLong, Scott/Candace Approved 
074-047E DeLong, Scott/Candace Approved 
075-142 Nancy D Seeger Estate Approved 
076-115 Irvin, E T & Eura Bond Estate Approved 
078-005 Kastner, Danny/Cindy Approved 
079-009E Bailey, Joel/Emma Approved 
084-005 Cunningham, Daniel/Sherry Approved 
089-062A Handte, Connie/Ray Approved 
089-064 Dalton, Telford/Betty Approved 
090-027 Mewborn, Karen Rogers Approved 
090-034 Pilgrim, Tony Approved 
090-039 Cobb, Diane Approved 
016-006 Padgett, Roy/Brekken Denied 
070-336 West, Edwin Denied 
070-336C West, Edwin Denied 
073-225A Hayes, Sean/Christine Denied 
074-216 Sinyard, Richard/Heather Denied 
084-040 Misty Meadows Horse Farm LLC Denied 

 
 

E & R SIGNATURES 
 

 The Board signed the following Error and Releases: 

 

E & R NAME   M&P NUMBER   FORM NUMBER   TYPE 

Skelton, Tony / Tammy  064-055-001  2020-M-023  Mobile Home 

Don’t Let the Trust Hit Et. Al.  076-021-001  2020-M-024  Mobile Home 

Hester, Lamar  049C-151-001  2020-M-025  Mobile Home 

Cobb, Diane  090-039-001  2020-M-026  Mobile Home 

Ramats, Nathan  049-138-001  2020-M-027  Mobile Home 

Green, Joseph  019-289  2019-R-016  Real Property 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Board Member Schofill made a motion to adjourn at 10:10 a.m. with a second from Board Member 
Glover.  The motion carried by consensus vote and the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Approved this      10th       day of June, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
Roy Johnson 
 
 
 
Warren Glover 
 
 
 
William Schofill 
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2020 DENIED HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS

TAXPAYER NAME MAP/PARCEL

ALDERMAN KEVIN & DONNA 075 208

CAMP BARBARA 069 541

CLEMENS GUNTER M 063 111D

FREEMAN SUSIE J 076 096

GROSS DANIEL & SIBLEY LYNN 020 115

JAMES DAVID M & CHERYL H 070 058

KIENEL MARY MARGARET 021 144

LEE DAVID G & LAURA F 072 232

LEWIS DAVID K & CAROL J 050 260

MCCAY BOYD 075 048

MOODY ELAINE PILGRIM 090 022

NIX DAVID W 047D 005

PALMER DAVID W 064 075

PECK JIMMY & CAROLYN 062 124

PENNINGTON ROY & MARTHA 069 259

REUMUND CRAIG & RINEHART ALBA 005D 008D

ROWLANDS DENNIS L & TERESA L 074 002

SIGMON RANDY & CATHY 075 241

SPEVACK MELODEE M 070 179

STREHLOW ROGER & KATHLEEN 047D 040

THOMASEN WILLIAM E JR 031 030

WHITBECK CHARLES G JR H04E 036CB01

WYDRA DENNIS G & ALICE M 073 174

ATTACHMENT 2 
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2020 PERSONAL PROPERTY FREEPORT ACCOUNTS

CHARLIE WEST POTTERY

FREUDENBERG-NOK

HOGAN LUMBER COMPANY

KITCHEN OF DANA

NORTH GEORGIA HARDWOODS

ORIGINAL APPALACHIAN ARTWORKS

PALLEN ENTERPRISES

PIEDMONT AUTOMOTIVE

PLASTIC WERKS

SOUTHER LEGACY WOOD PRODUCTS

YONAH MOUNTAIN VINEYARDS
ATTACHMENT 2 ATTACHMENT 2 
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