
July 19, 2018 – Millage Public Hearing (a.m.) & Called Meeting Minutes (continued)   

[bookmark: _GoBack] WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF THE 2018 MILLAGE PUBLIC HEARING & CALLED MEETING HELD

THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2018 AT 8:00 A.M.

The White County Board of Commissioner held a 2018 Millage Public Hearing and Called Meeting on Thursday, July 19, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. in the Board Room at the White County Administration Building. Present for the meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, Finance Director Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk Shanda Murphy. Commissioner Goodger was not present when the meeting convened.

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Melton made the following public presentation of the proposed millage rate increase for 2018:
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To the presentation, Chairman Turner added that based on the slide detailing the history of reported ad valorem the county was just now beginning to see the effects of an improved economy. 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comment. 

Mr. Don Allison, 3395 Old Blue Creek Road Cleveland, GA – Mr. Allison asked for an explanation of the relationship between the continually increasing property values and the proposed millage rate. Mr. Melton explained that during the years of recession the tax digest had decreased year after year – while the millage rate stayed very steady, therefore the revenue collected by the county was less and less over a period of years. Mr. Melton stated that the value of the digest had not completely recovered since the recession and although the digest increased by approximately 4% for 2018 that was still not enough to make up for the lost values over a multiple year period. Mr. Allison asked how much additional revenue the proposed 11.25 millage rate would bring. Mr. Melton stated approximately $1.5 million in additional revenue would be generated by increasing the millage from 9.998 to 11.25. 

Mr. Ridley Kinsey, 284 Forked Leaf Road Cleveland, GA – Mr. Kinsey provided millage rates for surrounding cities that were lower than White County’s millage rate. Chairman Turner explained that the FY 2019 budget that was adopted by the Board included significant pay increases for employees and the addition of several staff positions – which followed several years of staff reductions, very limited pay adjustments, and even pay reductions in some cases. Mr. Kinsey expressed his concern regarding employees being given a $2.00 per hour, non-merit based pay increase. Chairman Turner stated that the approved pay increase was a very unusual circumstance which was necessary to bring employee compensation up to levels that would attract and retain quality employees. Mr. Ridley stated that he was concerned about the impact on continued investment in White County if White County had a higher millage rate than surrounding areas. Chairman Turner stated that Habersham County’s millage rate is 11.63, Lumpkin County’s millage rate is 12.109, and Stephens County’s millage rate is 14.90. Commissioner Bryant highlighted the minimal millage increase over a period of ten (10) plus years and stated that the Board had always been committed to operating the county on the lowest millage rate possible even though White County did not have the industry that other surrounding counties have. It was reiterated that the county’s net taxable digest had increased just over 4%.  Commissioner Holcomb noted that the tax digest was just now beginning to increase following years of decrease. The large amount of tax exempt property in White County was discussed as well as the limited revenue received from the federal government in lieu of taxes for forest service land in White County (approximately $100,000.00 in payment in lieu of taxes). The Board also discussed the amount of time it takes for new homes constructed or renovated to impact the values on the digest. Mr. Melton confirmed for Mr. Ridley that if the 2019 digest increases significantly, the millage rate would have to be rolled back or even to maintain the same millage rate, the board would be required to advertise a take increase. Chairman Turner emphasized that although the digest had increased by approximately 4.7% - the growth in the digest was not increasing quickly enough to keep up with the ever increasing demand on services.

Mr. Allison asked for information on any projections made for the 2019 tax year (FY 2020). Chairman Turner stated that the hope is that no increase would be necessary in the foreseeable future and that the measures taken by the Board in the fiscal year 2019 budget would have leveled the budgetary issues out so that true growth would provide additional revenue needed going forward. The challenges of being a rural area marketed as a seasonal tourist destination (3rd most popular in the State of Georgia) were discussed. 

The Board expressed their appreciation to those who attended and participated in the public hearing.

No additional comments were submitted – Chairman Turner closed the public hearing and announced that a second (2nd) public hearing would be held that evening at 6:00 p.m. and a third (3rd) would be held on Monday, July 30, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. with the Board to vote on the setting of the 2018 millage rate at 4:45 p.m.

Commissioner Goodger joined the meeting.

There was a consensus among the Board for approval for the White County School Mountain Biking Team to be given exclusive use of Yonah Preserve Trails on Tuesdays 6 pm – 8 pm based on an existing intergovernmental agreement with the Board of Education for use of facilities.

Commissioner Goodger stated that he would have information for the Board regarding fishing at Yonah Preserve in the next two (2) weeks. Possible regulations were discussed generally – no swimming, non-motorized boats, catch & release, etc. 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote to adjourn the meeting.

The minutes of the July 19, 2018 Millage Public Hearing and Called Meeting are hereby approved as stated this 30th day of July, 2018.
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Millage Rate
Recommendation

+ The Board of Commissioners has announced and
advertised a millage rate of 11.25% for the taxyear
2018, This is an increase from the 2017 tax year
millage rate of 9.998%.

* FY2019 approved budget totals $18,925,734. The.
proposed millage rate of 11.25% will provide
$10,256,811in property tax revenue.
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Millage Rate ......

+ Percentage figure applied to the value of your property to calculate
your property tax liabiity. A “mill” equals one dollar of tax on every
thousand dollars of taxable value. Tax dollars are used to fund the cost
of governmental operations and services each year.

+ The White County Assessors office determines the fair marketvalue of
property, which is then taxed 40% of the value.

- The Tax Commissioner takes the information, applies the millage set by
the governing authority, then bills and collects the taxes.





