August 3, 2017 – Public Hearing Minutes (continued)

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING (2017 MILLAGE) HELD

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2017 AT 8:00 A.M.

The White County Board of Commissioners held a Public Hearing on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. in the Board Room at the White County Administration Office. The purpose of the Public Hearing was to receive comments on the proposed property tax increase related to a proposed increase in the 2017 millage rate of .002 mills over the rollback rate of 9.996. Present for the meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, Finance Director Vicki Mays, and County Clerk Shanda Murphy. 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Melton made a presentation of the proposed 2017 millage rate for White County (see attached). 
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Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comment.

Ms. Mary Lasris, 165 Huckleberry Hill Drive Helen, GA – Ms. Lasris encouraged the Board of Commissioners to set a millage rate that allowed a three (3) month reserve to be maintained - stating that if additional funds were available at the end of the year, those funds could be allocated to a needed project. 

Mr. Jeff Hunt, 5385 Hwy 254 Cleveland, GA - Mr. Hunt stated revision recommendations for the presentation which might help taxpayers understand the net effect of the decrease in the tax digest including the loss of ad valorem tax on motor vehicles – which had changed to collection of Title Ad Valorem Tax (TAVT) – in order to illustrate the net decrease in revenue compared to the increase in necessary expenses. 

With no additional public comments, Chairman Turner closed the floor. 

Chairman Turner stated that another public hearing would be held at 6:00 p.m. – in addition to a third and final public hearing being scheduled for Monday, August 14, 2017at 4:30 p.m. just before a Called Meeting scheduled for 4:45 p.m. at which time the Board would consider voting on the 2017 millage rate. 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous vote to adjourn the Public Hearing. 


The minutes of the August 3, 2017 Public Hearing are hereby approved as stated this 28th day of August, 2017. 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

s/Travis C. Turner
Travis C. Turner, Chairman

s/Terry D. Googder
Terry D. Goodger, District 1

s/Lyn Holcomb
Lyn Holcomb, District 2

s/Edwin Nix
Edwin Nix, District 3

s/Craig Bryant
Craig Bryant, District 4

s/Shanda Murphy
Shanda Murphy, County Clerk
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Where’s the Money Used

Services Budget % Proposed

Millage %
Agriculture. 03 0300
Judicial 9.7 9498
Cullure & Recreafion 50 5799
Housing & Development 25 2599
General Government 224 2099
Health & Wellare 33 2499
Public Safety 482 48690
Public Works 84 8598
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Millage Rate

o Percentage figure applied o the value of your property to
caleulate your property fax liability. A “mill” equals one dollar
of fax on every thousand dollars of faxable value. Tax dollars
are used to fund the cost of governmental services each year.

© The White County Assessors office defermines the fair market
value of property, which is then faxed 40% of the value.

© The Tax Commissioner fakes the information, applies the
millage set by the governing authority, then bills and collects
the faxes.
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Recommendation

© The Board of Commissioners has announced and
advertised hat they intend on keeping the millage:
rate the same aslost year'srofe of 9.998 mills.

o Thiswouldbe anincrease of 025 over e ollback.
rate of9.996.

o FY2018's approvedbudgettotals $16.938774, anincrease
of $614,044 over FY2017's amended budgef of $16,324.730.
The current millage rofe will provide $8,700,5801n property.
taxrevenue.




